
Implementation Strategy for the 
System of Environmental-Economic 

Accounting (SEEA)

Sjoerd Schenau
Bram Edens

Draft prepared for discussion at the 18th Meeting of the London 
Group for experts on Environmental accounting

Ottawa, Canada, 2-4 October 2012



Content

• Background
• Process
• Content draft implementation strategy
• Questions for the London Group



Background

• February 2012, the Statistical Commission adopted, the 
2012 SEEA-CF

• The Commission recognized that the SEEA 
implementation should be considered as a long-term 
program, to be implemented flexibly and 
incrementally, giving full consideration to national 
circumstances and requirements

• UNCEEA Taskforce SEEA implementation
Recommend practical actions that should be taken by 

international organizations and national statistical systems to 
maximize the extent to which SEEA is implemented by 
countries over the short to medium-term



Process

• June-September: drafting implementation
strategy by Taskforce

• 2-4 October: presentation in London Group
• October: presented to the UNCEEA Bureau 

for consideration
• November: presented to UNCEEA  members 

for endorsement
• February/March 2013: presentation to the 

2013 meeting of the UNSC



Oultine SEEA implementation strategy

1. Introduction
2. Assessment of the current level of SEEA 

implementation and planned programs/activities
3. Proposed strategy for global implementation of 

the SEEA Central Framework
4. Activities for the Implementation of the SEEA 

Central Framework
5. Mechanism for coordination, monitoring 

progress and facilitating cooperation
6. Strategy for funding



Objective

• To assist countries in the adoption of the SEEA 
Central Framework as the measurement 
framework for environmental-economic accounts 
and supporting statistics, and 

• To establish incrementally the technical capacity 
for regular reporting on a minimum set of 
environmental-economic accounts with the 
appropriate scope, detail and quality.



Flexible and modular approach

• Recognition that countries differ in terms of their specific 
environmental-economic policy issues and their level of statistical 
development. Accordingly, countries may prioritize the accounts 
they want to implement over the short to medium-term based on 
the most pressing policy demands 

• The flexible and modular approach for SEEA implementation is 
operationalized by a number of phases :

1) First phase : a self-assessment phase together with the 
establishment of a national institutional mechanism that will drive 
the implementation strategy
2) Second phase : the data quality assessment
3) The third phase : drafting of a strategic development plan for 
environmental accounting



Diagnostic tool to perform a self-assessment 



Activities for the Implementation of the SEEA-CF

• Training and technical cooperation
• Manuals and training material
• Cooperation with the universities and 

research community
• Advocacy



Questions to the London group

1. Do you consider the proposed phases for
the flexible and modular approach for SEEA 
implementation useful ?

2. Do you consider the diagnostic tool to 
perform a self asessment usefull for the 
implementation of SEEA ?

3. Are there any items that are missing from
the implementation strategy ?
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